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Legal Collections - Getting Started

This guide is intended to help get you started building your legal information collection. 
The items listed are books or pamphlets you can add to your collection – some are available to order in print and some are available online (often in PDF form). Online-only items are included as sources you can link in your catalogue.
This guide is organized by subject. Each subject has titles recommended for different size collections:
All Library Collections – A foundation in this subject area for all library collections. 
Small Collections 
Medium Collections
Large Collections
Not every subject will have titles listed in every collection size – this guide is a starting point – for a full list of legal titles for different collection sized see the Law Books for Libraries 2017 list.
Start with titles for all library collections and then, the larger your collection, start adding titles from small, then medium, then large. Of course, you can pick and choose based on your community’s needs by going more in depth with particular subjects.

Considerations: 
Here are some of the considerations used in compiling this guide:
	price
	Some resources are free, others can be covered by LawMatters grant.

	space
	Physical space considered – Electronic resources or links are provided if electronic versions are available. If a title is ONLY available electronically, it is listed under “Electronic resource (link)”

	depth
	Introductory/overview  more in depth titles included


Each of these things generally increases with the size of the legal collection.
Please note that in this guide, some subject areas are not listed – this may be due to lack of ‘introductory’ material on this subject or due to lack of print resources in the area. 




Aboriginal Law

	All Library Collections


	Honouring the Truth, Reconciling for the Future: Summary of the Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada
(2015) Free
	Electronic Resource (link):

Aboriginal People and the Law in British Columbia (2006)



	Small Collections
	Medium Collections
	Large Collections

	Clear Skies - a graphic novel about family violence for Aboriginal teens
(2015) Free

Emily's Choice
(2016) Free

Income Assistance on Reserve in BC 
(2017) Free

Your Gladue Rights 2017) Free

	Aboriginal Law Handbook 
(2012) $134.00	

Aboriginal Law
(2016) $120.00

	Annotated Aboriginal Law: The Constitution, Legislation and Treaties 
(2016) $134.00

Modern First Nations Legislation Annotated
(2017) $100.00

Terms of Coexistence: Indigenous Peoples and Canadian Law
(2013)	$109.00



Abuse and Victims of Crime

	All Library Collections
	

	For Your Protection: Peace Bonds and Restraining Orders  
(2013) Free

Leaving Abuse	
(2016) Free	

Parents' Rights, Kids' Rights
(2015) free

Live Safe, End Abuse
(2017) Free
	Electronic Resource (link):

Roads to Safety: Legal Information for Older Women in BC (2016)






	Small Collections


	Safety in Relationships for Trans Folk	
(2015) Free

Safety in Same-Gender Relationships 
(2015) Free	

Mothers Leaving Abusive Partners: Family Law Information
(2016) Free
	Electronic Resource (link)

Surviving Relationship Violence and Abuse 
(2013)

If You Have a No Contact Order Made Against You 
(2014)



Business

	All Library Collections	


	Electronic Resource (link):

Starting a Small Business in BC Guide 
(2016) Free



	Small Collections

	Medium Collections
	Large collections

	Canadian Legal Guide for Small Business 
(2008)$29.95 

Canadian Business Contracts Handbook
(2010) $24.95
	Business Transactions Guide  (2010) $56.00
	Advertising and Marketing Law in Canada  
(2015) $110.00




Civil Law

	Large Collections


	Civil Trial Handbook     
(2015)	$260.00



Copyright & Intellectual Property

	Small Collections

	Medium Collections

	Canadian Copyright Law   
(2014)	$39.95

	Digital Copyright Law	
(2016)	$75.00	

Intellectual Property Law: Copyright, Patents, Trade-Marks 
(2011) $75.00



Courts & Tribunals/legal procedure

	Small Collections

	Medium Collections

	Journey to Justice: A Practical Guide to Effectively Representing Yourself in Court 
(2015) $19.95
	Introduction to the Law and Legal System of Canada 
(2013) $75.00



Criminal Law

	All Library Collections


	Martin's Pocket Criminal Code  
(2017) $53.00



	Small Collections & Medium Collections

	Large Collections

	Consequences of a Youth Record  (2014) Free	

Defending Yourself: Assault  (2015) Free

Defending Yourself: Breach of a Court Order  (2015) Free

Defending Yourself: Mischief  (2015) Free

Defending Yourself: Possession of an Illegal Drug  (2016) Free 

Defending Yourself: Possession of Property Under $5,000 Obtained by Crime  (2015) Free

Defending Yourself: Theft Under $5,000 (2012) Free

How to Appeal Your Conviction (2015) Free 

How to Appeal Your Sentence (2015) Free

If You Can’t Get Legal Aid for Your Criminal Trial: How to Make a Rowbotham Application (2015) Free

Representing Yourself in a Criminal Trial (2013) Free

	Criminal Procedure 
(2016) $65.00

Criminal Law 
(2015) $65.00



Debt and Consumer

	All Library Collections


	Essentials of Consumer Law (2017) Free 

Scams to Avoid (2017) Free
	Electronic Resource (link):

Consumer Law and Credit/Debt Law (2012)



	Small Collections

	Medium Collections

	Bennett on Consumer Bankruptcy 
(2014) $24.95
	Bankruptcy and Insolvency Law	
(2015) $80.00	
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	All Library Collections


	Working in BC: Your Legal Rights & Responsibilities (2014) Free




	Small Collections
	Medium Collections

	Large Collections


	Avoiding Workplace Discrimination; A Guide for Employers and Employees  
(2015) $24.95

Workplace Bullying and Harassment 
(2014) Free	
	BC Employment Standards Act: Quick Reference 
(2016) $81.00

Employer's Guide To Dismissal (2007) $82.00	
	Wrongful Dismissal Handbook (2015) $165.00



Family Law

	All Library Collections


	Child Support in BC: Information for Parents 
(2013) Free

Living Together or Living Apart: Common-Law Relationships, Marriage, Separation, and Divorce 
(2013) Free



	Small Collections
	Medium Collections

	Large Collections


	Separation Agreements: Your Right to Fairness  
(2013) Free

Coping with Separation Handbook 
(2015) Free

Family Law in BC: Quick Reference Tool	
(2016) Free	
	Canadian Family Law	
(2015) $65.00	
	BC Family Practice Manual (2015)$315.00

Desk Order Divorce - An Annotated Guide 
(2013) $210.00

Child Support Guidelines in Canada 
(2015) $98.00

Spousal Support in Canada (2015) $122.00



General Legal Reference

	All Library Collections


	Learning about the Law: Fundamentals of the Law, Criminal and Civil Law 
(2013) Free

Learning about the Law: Family law, young people and the law, & elder law 
(2013) Free

Canadian Law Dictionary 
(2013) $18.99



Government & Legislation

	Small Collections

	Medium Collections

	Legislation Made Easy	
(2010) $8.50	
	Laws of Government      	
(2011) $56.00



Housing, Property & Tenancy 

	All Library Collections


	Electronic Resource (link):

Tenant Survival Guide (2014)

Residential Tenancy Act: A Guide for Landlords & Tenants in B.C. 
(2016) (multiple languages)



Immigration

	All Library Collections


	Electronic Resource (link):

Sponsorship Breakdown 
(2014)	Free




	Small Collections

	Medium Collections
	Large Collections

	Immigrate to Canada; A Practical Guide	
(2014) $21.95
	U.S. Immigration Made Easy  (2015) $35.99		

Immigration Law Irwin Law
(2015) $70.00


	Migration to Canada  
(2015) $55.00		





Media & Internet

	All Library Collections


	
Is that legal? Understanding Canadian law about issues of online harassment, exploitation, and abuse 
(2014) Free




	Large Collections


	Practical Guide to E-Commerce and Internet Law 
(2015) $115.00

Canada's Internet Law in a Nutshell   
(2013) $96.00		

Journalist's Legal Guide	
(2015) $125.00




Not-for-Profit Organizations

	All Library Collections


	Electronic Resource (link):

Transitioning an Existing Society: A How-to Guide for Non-profits in BC (2016)



Pensions, Benefits & Welfare

	All Library Collections


	When I'm 64: Benefits 
(2015) Free

When I'm 64: Controlling Your Affairs (2014) Free

When I'm 64: Services (2015) Free

How to Apply for Welfare (2017) Free



	Large Collections


	Pension Law	
(2013) $85.00	




Privacy & Access to Information

	All Library Collections 


	Electronic Resource (link):

A Guide for Individuals: Protecting Your Privacy (2015)

Identity Theft and You (2014)



	Small Collections

	Large Collections

	Your Right to Privacy  
(2016) $16.95

Electronic Resources (link):

Guide to Access and Privacy Protection under FIPPA (2015)

Electronic Devices: Privacy Handbook A Guide To Your Rights (2012)
	Privacy in the Workplace	
(2013) $149.00



Rights and Citizenship

	All Library Collections 


	Electronic Resource (link):

Citizenship Handbook: A Guide to Democratic Rights and Responsibilities  (2008)





	Small Collections

	Medium Collections

	Large Collections

	Canadian Constitution 
(2013) $12.99
	Charter of Rights and Freedoms	 (2013) $60.00
	Freedom of Conscience and Religion 
(2014) $55.00



Vehicle and Transportation Law

	Small Collections


	
Every Cyclist’s Guide to Canadian Law 
(2014) $28.00



Wills, Estates & Personal Planning

	All Library Collections


	Being an Executor (2016) Free

A Death in Your Family (2017) Free

Power of Attorney (2015) Free 

Writing Your Will  (2014) Free




	Large Collections


	BC Probate and Estate Administration Practice Manual		
(2015) $375.00

Guide to Wills & Estates	 
(2014) $441.00
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At your local public library




